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Hi, kids!
Santa is coming to town! On Saturday, December 1, Santa will arrive
in downtown Kokomo. Festivities will begin at 4 p.m. and continue
until 7:30 p.m. The Eastern High School Comet Band will lead the
train and welcome Santa to downtown Kokomo at 4:15 p.m.
During your visit to Santa, you’ll be able to see performances
by Dance Elite, ballerinas, a hand bell choir, and carolers. You can
write letters to Santa at Angie Meyers Design Studio and make a
craft at Planet Mind. Your family can shop at downtown stores. You
can ride the train that brought Santa into town. You will even be
able to see live reindeer! You’ll be able to buy food and drinks, as
well as other items, at the McIntyre, Hilligoss, Vent & Welke Building
(116 N. Main).
So, if you have been good this year, come see Santa and have
your Christmas list ready! This is a free event for the entire family.
Come join all the fun!
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Fun, festive, and waste-free
From fall football bashes through Valentine’s Day candy
exchanges, fall and winter are a time for festivals, parties,
family gatherings, and holiday celebrations.
This means more food, more gifts, and more
stuff. Unfortunately, this can mean a lot of
extra waste—uneaten food, throwaway paper
products, shopping bags, wrappers, special
decorations, boxes, wrapping paper,
unwanted gifts, and much, much more.
Here are some tips to help you, your
family, and your friends reduce your
waste during this festive season:
l Plan ahead for parties. Find out
how many people are coming so that you can
prepare enough food, but not too much. Send leftover
food home with guests in clean, reused containers.
l Avoid disposables when preparing for your party. You don’t need
to stock up on paper and plastic throwaway products. Instead,
use your own washable tablecloths, napkins, dishes, glasses,
mugs, and silverware. If your family doesn’t have cloth napkins,
buy some at a secondhand store, look for them on sale, or
borrow them from a friend.
l Don’t buy special party decorations unless you can use them
again later. Make sure you have room to store anything that you
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buy. If you are buying decorations, shop at secondhand stores.
Better yet, create your own decorations with things you already
have.
Make it easy for guests to recycle. Put a container or box for
recyclables right next to each trash can.
Give “greener” gifts. Buy a favorite DVD for
a friend at a secondhand store. Look for
used books and clothes at garage sales
or resale shops. Give tickets to a movie,
concert, or sporting event. Buy a gift
certificate for downloadable music.
Make your own gifts. (Since you can’t
drive yet, your parents will hardly be
surprised by a gift from a store to
which they drove you.) We have lots
of great craft ideas that you can do
without asking Mom or Dad to drive you
anywhere. You’ll be able to use supplies that
you already have around the house. By making a homemade
gift, you are giving your love, creativity, time,
and effort. That’s a gift a
family member will really
enjoy!
l Don’t forget the gift of
yourself. The best gift
may be to promise to do
a project together, watch
a movie together, or write
a letter every month to a faraway relative or friend. Promise
to clean your room once a week, or offer to take on a new
household chore.
Donate items to people in need. The holidays aren’t just about
receiving—they are also about giving. Donate gently used items
that you no longer need to one of the many great organizations
in Kokomo and Howard County. For instance, the Rescue
Mission, Goodwill, and Salvation Army accept gently used
clothes, shoes, furniture, and other household items. You can
also give away outgrown shoes or clothes to a cousin or friend.
This is a great time of year to share!
Carry reusable shopping
bags! Whether you are
picking up food for a party
or buying used DVDs, take
your reusable shopping bags
with you and use them.
There are many fun bags
available, or you could
make one. See homemade shopping bags by searching
online for “reusable bag from T-shirt.”

Truly terrific trees
Right now, about 350 million Christmas trees are growing on tree
farms across the country. This year, about 31 million of those
evergreen trees will be cut to decorate homes for the holidays. Next
spring, farmers will plant between 30 and 90 million tree seedlings to
replace the trees that were cut down. It will take seven or more years
for those trees to mature. Each year, this process of planting and
harvesting continues. Meanwhile, the trees preserve about 350,000
acres of green space and provide habitat for wildlife. The growing
trees absorb carbon dioxide and release oxygen.
If your family enjoys the tradition of a cut real Christmas tree, be
sure to recycle it after the holidays are over. A recycled tree continues
to be useful to the environment by reducing erosion, supplying
nutrients to the soil, or providing wildlife habitat.
Before you recycle your real tree, remove all the decorations,
ornaments, lights, garland, and tinsel, as well as the stand. Deliver
the bare tree to the Howard County Recycling District’s Yard Waste
Center, located at 1130 South Dixon. The Yard Waste Center will be
open the first two weeks of January to accept Christmas trees. Just
remember the rules—no decorations or lights, just bare trees!
Also, please remind your family that the Yard Waste Center is
open from April 1 to November 30 each year to receive tree limbs,
grass clippings, and leaves.

Power on the go
Without batteries, you couldn’t text a friend from the soccer field,
play Angry Birds in the car, or listen to your favorite music while you
wait at the doctor’s office. Batteries provide on-the-go electricity for
our hand-held gadgets.
But what do you do if you
are ready to play your favorite
video game and realize that
your batteries are dead? Well,
first you probably remove the
back and hope that you find
the right size battery in your
family’s junk drawer, which is where almost everyone keeps batteries.
Now, what do you do with the old battery that is dead? Don’t throw
it away in your trash! Batteries are toxic and pollute our landfills.
Instead, remember to recycle your dead batteries!
We accept all types of household batteries for recycling. Put dead
batteries into a jar, box, or can. When it is full, ask an adult to help
you drop off the batteries. You can drop off batteries at our office,
which is located at 4102 Cartwright Drive, as well as at Best Buy,
Hulce Supermarket in Greentown, and Target.
Please don’t put batteries into recycling bins with bottles, cans, or
paper!

Since the average phone is used for only about a year and a half,
the best thing you can do is to keep your phone longer. It is tempting
to get a new phone as soon as your plan allows. New phones
sometimes offer cool new features. However, did you know that if you
used the same phone for four years, you could reduce the pollution
created by the phone by almost one-half? During the extra two
and a half years, no minerals need to be mined for your phone, no
pollution is created to make a new one, and no fuel is used to ship it.
Instead of getting a new phone, give your old phone some new tricks
by downloading a new game or ringtone or getting a new phone
sleeve.
When you do upgrade, don’t throw your old phone in the trash
(or into your junk drawer). If your phone is
still working, you can drop it off
at the Family Service Center on
Main Street. Families who
don’t have cell phones are
able to use these when their
child gets sick or there is an
emergency.
   When a phone breaks,
recycle it! Cell phone stores accept
old phones. You can also recycle
your phone, along with iPods/MP3 players, computers, TVs, and
other electronics at our facility, located at 4102 Cartwright Drive. Your
family can drop off items on Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday,
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Wednesday, from 1 to 4 p.m.
Even if you don’t have your own cell phone, your parents, teen
siblings, or grandparents probably do. Make sure you share our
suggestions with them.

Be “sharps” smart
Are you diabetic or do you know someone who is? “Sharps,”
such as used needles, cannot go into your trash. Put the
needles into an empty, used laundry detergent jug.
When it is full, screw on the lid tight, tape it down,
and use a permanent marker to write “Sharps” or
“Needles” on the jug. During our regular hours, drop
off your full container at the Recycling District and
you’ll get a NEW, red sharps container for free!

Wireless waste
Making a cell phone requires over 22 natural resources, including
lead, copper, zinc, gold, silver, and oil. These resources come from all
over the globe, so let’s not waste them.
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