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Eastern Elementary
Is a State Winner of
National Recycle Bowl

recycled products, special waste issues, environmental
careers, and more. If your class, school, or club, wants to
learn more or have an Earth Day activity, ask your principal,
teacher, or club leader to call our Educator, Dawn, at 456-2274.
Our educational programs are free to schools and residents of
Howard County.

Indiana had 45 schools registered in the National Recycle
Bowl school-to-school competition, which was sponsored
by Nestle Water. I am thrilled that 27 of the 45 schools were
located in Kokomo and Howard County!
The Recycling District entered all local schools in the
competition and we tracked their recycling weights weekly.
Since we already had a recycling program in place for your
schools, everything went smoothly. All of you and your school
staff do a fabulous job recycling year-round. However you ALL
sure did shine during this competition! Locally, we had eight
schools in the top 10 in the state, including the statewide winner, Eastern Elementary. I think all of you should be proud of
the job everyone did in this contest.
I hope we can keep this up for the 2012 competition, too.

CFLs? You know, those
new twisty bulbs!

Mikki Jeffers
Director of Howard County Recycling District

Celebrate Earth Day
Each year a group of organizations holds an annual Earth Day
celebration for our Mother Earth. We invite area third graders to join us. The event is full of hands-on activities that will
help you learn about the environment and natural resources.
Plus, you’ll meet a lot of people from local organizations and
businesses that are taking care of our planet all year long. This
year’s event will be
held on Wednesday,
April 18 at the Ivy
Tech Convention
Center on U.S. 31.
The Howard
County Recycling
District works hard
to educate students
and residents about
the 3R’s, composting,

In your home do you have some
of the “twisty bulbs” that save
energy? Did you know that
those crazy-looking bulbs
have a small amount of
mercury inside them? And we
all know what mercury can do
to you—toxic effects on your
brain, lungs and kidneys, to
say the least! When your twisty
bulbs burn out, don’t throw
them in your trash. Bring them
to the Howard County Recycling
District on Cartwright Drive. If you’re
a Howard County resident, we will
recycle them for you at no charge.
While you are at it, bring us your other
light bulbs and batteries, because we
can recycle those, too.

What a year for
recycling!
Schools in Howard County did an outstanding job recycling in 2011! Here are last year’s school recycling results:
l Kokomo Schools – 508,899 pounds of recyclables
l Taylor Schools – 201,498 pounds of recyclables
l Eastern Schools – 141,281 pounds of recyclables
l Western Schools – 115,768 pounds of recyclables
l Northwestern Schools – 110,154 pounds of recyclables
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Do you know how to recycle?
First, know what materials we accept locally. These are the items you can
recycle:
l Metal food and beverage cans
l Plastic bottles, jugs, jars, tubs, and trays (marked #1-7)
l Glass bottles and jars
l Corrugated cardboard and other boxes
l Newspaper, magazines, catalogs, and mail
l Other paper — If you can tear it with your hands, you can recycle it!
Second, prepare your recyclables correctly.
Bottles, jugs, jars, tubs, and cans should be
emptied and rinsed. Remove caps, lids, and
pumps and discard them with your trash. Flatten
plastic and metal containers whenever possible.
Make sure that paper products are clean and dry.
We cannot accept food-contaminated paper,
such as greasy, cheesy pizza boxes or paper
towels and plates. Flatten boxes.
Third, place recyclables into the bins at one of
the Recycling District’s 15 drop-off centers:
n Marsh (south side)
n UAW 685
n Kokomo Street Department
n UCT Parking Lot
n Northwestern High School
n Marsh Supermarket
The Howard County
n Kokomo Sport Bowl
Recycling District has 15
n Western High School
drop-off recycling centers
for residents and small
n Kokomo High School
businesses. Recyclables
n Greentown Fairgrounds
can be mixed together
n Taylor Fire Department (Indian Heights)
in the bins. Please—no
n K-Mart
trash in the bins or on
n Sam’s Club
the ground!
n Ivy Tech
n Across from Moore’s Pie Shop

STOP! Please don’t dump electronics,
non-recyclables, or trash into the dropoff bins! Because electronics can no
longer be placed into the trash, we
are finding some of them in our dropoff bins. Electronics should never go
into our drop-off recycling bins or your
household trash! Instead, drop them
off at the District’s E-Cycle drop-off on
Cartwright Drive. We are open Monday,
Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, from
8 a.m. to 4 p.m.; Wednesday, from 1 to
4 p.m.; and by appointment.

Residents of Greentown can recycle at the curb. If you live in Greentown, call
the Town Hall to get the recycling schedule and other details.

Spring cleanup
Helping mom or dad clean up the yard, but nowhere to put those
extra leaves or branches? Well, we have the perfect home for
them! Our Yard Waste Center on Dixon Road will accept your
unwanted leaves, branches, or any type of clean, untreated yard
waste that you do not want sitting in your alley, along the street,
or at the curb awaiting pickup. The Yard Waste Center will open
in April and closes for the season at the end of November. From
April through November, the center is open Monday through
Friday, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., and Saturday, from 8 a.m. to 1
p.m. There is even free tree mulch for you to take home and put
around your plants and trees. What a good deal that is!
If your family would like to learn to use more of your yard
waste in your own yard to create compost, we can help with that,
too. We offer home composting seminars twice a year and give
participants a free home composter. In this class, we show you
how to take a little bit of green and a little bit of brown from
your yard and turn them into nutrient-rich soil for your garden,
yard, or potted plants. Classes are offered in the spring and fall.
For details about the Yard Waste Center or composting
classes, call our office at 456-2274.
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