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Hi, kids!

Attention, student artists!

Did you enjoy your summer? Do you know there is a lot
you can do to improve your environment, community, and
school? First, start with the basics—reuse school supplies,
such as binders, pencils, rulers, erasers, markers, and
other supplies. Place them in a bag or box labeled “School
Supplies.” When you need something at school, pull out
your bag or box at home before heading to the store. Find
new ways to reduce your waste by eating more fruits and
vegetables and fewer packaged foods. If you pack your lunch,
choose washable, reusable
containers. Recycle and reuse
anything you can!
Second, with the
extremely dry weather,
litter creates a
real hazard to our
environment. When you
see trash, pick it up and
recycle it or throw it into a
trash can. Be careful! Wear gloves and ask for an adult’s help
with sharp objects or trash that looks strange.
Third, start a compost pile for next year’s garden. Compost
grass clippings, weeds, and fruit and vegetable scraps.
This year’s garden waste will be next year’s
nutrient-rich soil, allowing
you to plant beautiful
flowers and a chemicalfree vegetable garden.
Fourth, offer to help a
neighbor in need. The hot
temperatures this summer
made it hard for many of
your neighbors, especially
older people, to work outside.
Help a neighbor by watering
their plants, pulling weeds,
removing dead plants, raking
leaves, or mowing their lawn. Remember, doing good things
for others is very rewarding!
These are just a few ideas on how to keep our environment
clean!

Mikki Jeffers
Director of Howard County Recycling District

We are looking for students to design a new recycling
billboard. If you are in 6th, 7th, or 8th grade (or have a brother
or sister who is), you are invited to create a message that
promotes recycling. The winning message will appear not
only on the cover of Trash Talk!, but also on a billboard here
in Howard County to help promote recycling to the whole
community.
Here are the rules: You must be in 6th, 7th, or 8th grade
within Howard County. The design must include a message
and graphics that promote recycling. The graphics and lettering may be drawn, sketched, or painted by hand, or original
artwork can be created using a computer. The deadline is
December 21, 2012. Entries can be mailed to our office or
emailed by your teacher to dawn@countyrecycling.org.

Recycle-Bowl
Wow, we had a huge winner last year at Eastern Elementary!
This year, we will get all of your schools registered again. All
you have to do is recycle as much as you can! Howard County
had four schools in the top five for the entire state of Indiana.
Let’s see if you can get it done again this year!

Dispose of problem waste
the right way
If your family needs to dispose of old
chemicals, computers and other
electronics, mercury thermometers or
thermostats, tires, or used medical needles,
we can help! The Howard County Recycling
District accepts all of these items on
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday,
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m., and on Wednesday,
from 1 to 4 p.m. For items coming from your home, there is
no charge except for tires. We will also shred personal papers,
such as old bills or checks, at no charge. Businesses and
non-profit organizations will be
asked to pay some fees.
If you or your parents
have questions, call us at
765-456-2274 or visit
www.countyrecycling.org.
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Whoa! Matches and leaves
don’t mix!

Get some “re-leaf” this fall
The leaves are turning yellow, orange, and red. After school,
the air is crisp and cool. You know what that means—the
chores are about to begin! Talk to your parents about reusing
your fall leaves. Here are some “re-leaf” ideas:
l Using a mulching mower, shred leaves and let them stay
on the grass. The shredded leaves will provide a protective
winter cover and decompose by spring. If
you have a lot of leaves, you’ll
need to mow often during
the weeks with the heaviest
leaf-fall.
l Use your family’s mower
to pick up leaves. Simply
attach the bagger and collect
the leaves. Your mower will
shred the leaves as it picks
them up, creating a
great mulch. Put the
leaf mulch on your
garden or flower
beds, around trees,
or on paths. Leaf
mulch will help
keep moisture
in the soil
where
plants will
be able to
use it next
spring.
l Pick up shredded leaves with the mower or rake up
whole leaves and add them to your compost bin. During
September, October, February, and March, the District
offers composting workshops for Howard County residents.
The class is 30 to 40 minutes long and covers how to
recycle organic materials, such as leaves, grass, food scraps,
garden waste, and small tree trimmings, by turning them
into a nutrient-rich soil to use for planting flowers or your
garden.
l Collect your leaves for composting. If you live in the City
of Kokomo, set your yard waste at the curb, but please do
not block roads and alleys. The City has a limb crew that
collects yard waste. If you live outside the City of Kokomo,
your family can drop off yard waste at the Yard Waste
Facility, which is located at 1130 S. Dixon Road in Kokomo.
The facility is open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m., and Saturday, 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. Residents may dispose
of yard waste, tree limbs, and logs (no more than 3 feet in
length). Your family will need to check in at the gate first.
There is no charge if the yard waste came from your yard at
home. You can also pick up mulch at no charge, as well as
compost, if it is available. If you have any questions, please
call 765-456-2274.

Smell burning leaves? Are
your eyes watering? Are you
coughing? Leaf burning
releases harmful pollutants
into the air. In fact, smoke
from just five pounds of
burning leaves creates a full
pound of pollution. Leaf
burning can create health
hazards for children, the
elderly, and people with
breathing difficulties, such
as asthma. In a year that has
been this dry, burning can
also put nearby properties
at risk. Be a good neighbor—
don’t burn your leaves!

Need the 411?
We’ve got it! If you and your classmates want to learn more
about recycling, we can help. We have a lot of fun, handson lessons on reducing, reusing, recycling, buying recycled
products, composting,
properly disposing
of special wastes
(like electronics and
hazardous chemicals),
and more. We have crafts,
stories, and games. We
are also available to visit
scout troops, clubs, afterschool programs, and other youth groups.
If your class or club is too busy for a presentation, we have
plenty of resources that we can make available to you or your
teacher or club leader.
If your teacher, principal, or club leader would like more
information, please ask one of them to call us at 765-456-2274.
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